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I thank you, Lord, for making me see that in you there is justice, and that your eyes are
always attentive to your saints on earth.



I dedicate this book to all brothers in Christ who have a heart willing to obey and a bold
mouth to proclaim His truth among men.



“Then he looked up at his disciples and said: ‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is
the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. Blessed are you when people hate
you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of
Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for
that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. But woe to you who are rich, for you
have received your consolation. Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.
Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will moum and weep. Woe to you when all
speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets’” (Lk. 6: 20-
26).
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Inbwsdiction

This book is the second in the series “God is present in history”, now talking about
Rome and the Roman emperors. In the first book was commented on the
Intertestamental Period and in sequence the Hellenistic period, which began with
Alexander the Great of Macedonia, and the division of the empire after his death among
his four generals. However, the two major empires and peoples that interest for our
study and, of course, to the prophecy of Daniel, are the kings of the North and South
(Ptolemaic and Seleucid dynasties), namely, Egyptians and Syrians, for the two empires
had great dominion and influence over Isracl. Knowing the story of the characters of
that time, we are ready to understand the prophecy of Daniel 11: 1-45 and much more:
what will happen to mankind in the end times, that is, in the coming of Antichrist, in the
Great Tribulation period and in the Rapture of the church.

As I said in the introduction of the first book, it is, so to speak, a journey through
time, starting in the Intertestamental Period until the end of the Western and Eastern
Roman Empire, with a conclusion concerning the present days.

This work is the result of a series of biblical themes that I’ve put on the website and
because the subject became so extensive, I decided to write it in a book so that people
could read it in the correct sequence.

With the beginning of the Roman Empire under the reign of Caesar Augustus, not
only Israel but the entire world of that time suffered a great transformation. It was
during the reign of Caesar Augustus (29 BC-14 AD) that Jesus was born, bringing the
light that humanity needed to be free from the spiritual bondage to which it was
arrested.

Soon after reveling to me the prophecy of Daniel (Dan. 11: 1-45) and the visions of
the apostle John in the book of Revelation, talking about the Great Tribulation, the
Rapture and the Antichrist, the Lord took me to the part of the bible where it calls Rome
a whore (‘Babylon the great, mother of whores and of earth’s abominations’ — Rev. 17:
5), but we do not have an idea of what this means until we study about its emperors and
the idolatry that was there, still under Greek and Persian influence from past centuries
and Rulers of darkness that influenced the birth of the Catholic Church and
consequently the world, for it was its representatives who spread Christianity in latest
years of Ancient times and the Middle Ages. The Protestant Reformation of Martin
Luther only happened in the sixteenth century, and protestant churches only began to
create their own doctrine much later. Despite having grown up in the last two centuries,
the Evangelical Church is even less influential on people than the Catholic Church,
since humanity still has it in regard as something solid and true, even if totally
contaminated and corrupted by the idolatry that was present at the beginning of its
foundation. When we read about the Roman Empire, we understand better the
prophecies of Daniel, especially on the fourth beast (Dan. 7: 7; Dan. 7: 19; Dan. 7: 24).

As for the prophetic visions of the Apostle John in the book of Revelation, we can
say: even though many biblical symbols and many revelations from this biblical book
about the future of humanity are still hidden from us, the purpose of this work is not to
sadden people, let alone to frighten them with the strong and inevitable events that are
about to happen. On the contrary, the purpose is to show how important our intimacy
with God is, and give us the hope that one day prepared by God (‘in the appointed
time’, as the bible says), all the evil that we see and live in the world will be destroyed,
and all unrighteousness will be avenged, for it is necessary that men repent of their sins
and recognize that only in Jesus there is freedom, justice, judgment, and eternal life. In



the book of Revelation, the apostle John writes not only about future events; he also
writes to the believers of that time (in the seven churches in Asia Minor, going through
persecution) and mentions in a symbolic way the political circumstances in which he
was inserted, involving the Roman emperors, for example, and showing that God was
acting and doing justice in the present, the same way He will do in a much more
comprehensively manner in the future.

Despite all these bad things we mentioned and that you’ll read in some chapters,
there is something good to be said: the patience of God exists. Who else would wait so
many millennia for humanity to repent and return to the true light?

I hope you enjoy the reading and the Holy Spirit may reveal to you some secrets of
the spiritual world.

May the light of the Lord be upon you.

Tania Cristina

Volumes 1 and 3 of this book:
https:/www.searaagape.com.br/godispresentinhistory 1.pdf
https:/www.searaagape.com.br/godispresentinhistory3.pdf

Email: relacionamentosearaagape@gmail.com




Farl 1 - Propthecy of Revelation - Rome

From now on we’ll talk about the Apostle John’s revelations in the book of
Revelation, especially relating to Rome, whom the bible calls “Babylon the great,
mother of whores and of earth’s abominations” (Rev. 17: 5). [ will talk about the Roman
Emperors who came after Christ and their hostile behavior towards Christians, their
idolatry, the sins of their flesh and their acts opposed to the true doctrine of Christ;
hence, the Lord refers to all this (and much more) using the word ‘abomination.” The
Romans incorporated other gods and religions and customs from the Greeks and
Persians in particular, and that’s why the bible says Rome is Babylon, meaning
‘confusion’, ‘mixture’; not only confusion, but also spiritual prostitution. In view of the
idolatrous and hostile attitude of almost all emperors and their harmful influence on
Rome and all the nations that have been incorporated into their empire, we can better
understand why the bible refers to this city this way (as Babylon and whore) and why it
(representing today a powerful anti-Christian force; the Church apostate and prostituted
with the worldly abominations) will suffer a definitive downfall after the second coming
of Christ, when the Lord will defeat the beast, the false prophet and the dragon. We
should not underestimate the influence of Rulers and Authorities of the darkness, acting
on corrupt humans and blind to the spiritual realities. We can realize what they did to
others and how they died. As Jesus said, “Put your sword back into its place; for all who
take the sword will perish by the sword” (Matt 26: 52).

In Rev. 13: 1-3 John describes the beast that rises out of the sea and its relation with
the end times: “And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, having ten homs and seven
heads; and on its horns were ten diadems, and on its heads were blasphemous names (cf.
Dan. 7: 8; 11; 20; 24). And the beast that I saw was like a leopard, its feet were like a
bear's, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And the dragon gave it his power and his
throne and great authority. One of its heads seemed to have received a death-blow, but
its mortal wound had been healed. In amazement the whole earth followed the beast.”




The animal seen by John corresponds to the fourth animal seen by Daniel (Dan. 7:
7), where the ten homs are ten kings that will spring up from this kingdom (referring to
Rome — in the vision of Daniel and John) and represent the last form of anti-Christian
world power, represented by the Gentiles, an empire of ten confederate kings covering
the sphere of authority of Ancient Rome. Its seven heads indicate that its authority will
derive from the dragon (Rev. 12: 3; 17; Rev 13: 2).

Let’s remember the appearance of the animals seen by Daniel (Dan. 7: 1-28): lion
with eagle’s wings (Daniel 7: 4 = symbolized Babylon), bear with three ribs in its
mouth (symbolized the kingdoms of Media and Persia), leopard with four wings of a
bird on its back and four heads (It symbolizes Greece), and the fourth animal with
terrifying look, exceedingly strong and with great iron teeth (Dan. 7: 7), devouring
everything around and presenting ten horns on its head (Dan. 7: 7; Dan. 7: 19; Dan. 7:
24 = it symbolizes Rome).

The three animals: leopard, bear and lion (found in Dan. 7: 4-6 as symbols of
empires that preceded Rome) instilled all their features on the qualities of the Roman
Empire: the swiftness of conquest of the Macedonians (Greeks), the strength and
tenacity the purpose of the Persians and the Babylonian greediness. However, it was not
only these qualities of characters that the Roman Empire absorbed from the previous
realms. The Romans incorporated other gods and customs from the Greeks and Persians
in particular, and that’s why the bible says Rome is Babylon, meaning ‘confusion’,
‘mixture’; not only confusion, but also spiritual prostitution.

Let’s read the text from Revelation that matters for our study:

* Rev. 17: 1-18: “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and
said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the judgment of the great whore who is seated on
many waters, with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and with
the wine of whose fornication the inhabitants of the earth have become drunk.” So he
carried me away in the spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet
beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads and ten horns. The
woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and jewels and pearls,
holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations and the impurities of her
fornication; and on her forehead was written a name, a mystery: ‘Babylon the great,
mother of whores and of earth’s abominations.” And I saw that the woman was
drunk with the blood of the saints and the blood of the witnesses to Jesus. When I saw
her, I was greatly amazed. But the angel said to me, “Why are you so amazed? I will tell
you the mystery of the woman, and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that
carries her. The beast that you saw was, and is not, and is about to ascend from the
bottomless pit and go to destruction. And the inhabitants of the earth, whose names
have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world, will be
amazed when they see the beast, because it was and is not and is to come. This calls for
a mind that has wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is
seated; also, they are seven kings, of whom five have fallen, one is living, and the other
has not yet come; and when he comes, he must remain only a little while. As for the
beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to
destruction. And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a
kingdom, but they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast.
These are united in yielding their power and authority to the beast; they will make war
on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of
kings, and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” And he said to me, ‘The
waters that you saw, where the whore is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations
and languages. And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the whore;
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they will make her desolate and naked; they will devour her flesh and burn her up with
fire. For God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by agreeing to give their
kingdom to the beast, until the words of God will be fulfilled. The woman you saw is
the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.’”

The ten kings who have not yet received the crown are the ten contemporary kings
(v.12: “And the ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a
kingdom”), and the woman symbolizes Rome with its spiritual prostitution, with its
violence, thirst for conquest, and full with greed and ostentation of power. The other
symbols were seen in the previous book about Prophecies of Daniel and John —
Apocalypse.

Based on this word, we will study about the Roman and Byzantine emperors, and
then come to a conclusion of what we read, for we will see that everything was already
described in the bible. Thus, we’ll be able to understand why God gets so angry with
idolatry and rebellion of men to His will, being controlled and manipulated by demons,
Rulers and Powers, which have a single goal: to oppress the innocent and corrupt, even
more, those who are already in darkness so they lose salvation.

CONCLUSION
The conclusion of all that is written about the Roman emperors in the following
chapters will be placed at the end of the third book.
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Fart 2 - Roman Empensrs 1

From this topic, I will talk about the Roman Emperors who came after Christ and
their Dynasties. Before being an empire, Rome was a monarchy and a republic. The
Kingdom of Rome or Roman monarchy existed from 753-509 BC, being founded in a
legendary way, although the Etruscans were the original inhabitants of the Italian
peninsula. Romulus and Remus, the twin children, sons of the god Mars with a mortal
woman (Rhea Silvia) survived an attempt of death by his uncle and, by being thrown
into the Tiber, both were created by a she-wolf. When they grew up, they disagreed
about where they should establish the city and what name they should give to it.
Romulus killed his brother Remus and founded the city of Rome, reigning for 38 years.
From 716 to 509 BC the Roman Kingdom was ruled by kings, being Lucius Tarquinius
Superbus the last of them. From 509 BC the Roman Republic began, where Rome and
its domains were ruled by two consuls normally elected annually by the council of
elders or the Roman Senate. The Roman Republic was succeeded by the Roman Empire
ruled by an emperor supported by the Senate. There was a period of civil war during the
transition from Republic to Roman Empire (44-31 BC), which began in 29 BC with
Caesar Augustus.

In this chapter, you’ll study about the following Dynasties:
¢ Julio-Claudian Dynasty (Caesar Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius and Nero)

* Year of the four Emperors (Galba, Otho, Vitellius and Vespasian — the founder of
Flavian Dynasty).

* Flavian Dynasty (Vespasian, Titus and Domitian)

* Nerva-Antonine Dynasty (Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius,
Lucius Verus and Commodus).

* Year of the five Emperors (Pertinax, Didius Julianus, Pescennius Niger, Clodius
Albinus and Septimius Severus — who started the Severan Dynasty).

The end of Roman Republic

ks =l Gaius Julius Caesar

In the year 63 BC, the Roman general Pompey (Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus) or
Pompey the Great, conquered Jerusalem, and the provinces of Palestine were subjugated
to Roman rule. Pompey was slain in Egypt in 49 BC, and then Gaius Julius Caesar (49-
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44 BC) rose to power of the Roman Republic and proclaimed himself dictator for life.
He died assassinated due to a conspiracy led by Marcus Junius Brutus [political leader
of Roman republican conservative orientation] and Gaius Cassius Longinus [a Roman
senator and the principal agent in the conspiracy against Julius Caesar, along with his
brother-in-law, Marcus Junius Brutus], and from then on there was a power struggle
between Mark Antony (a soldier and a famous roman politician) and Gaius Octavian,
great-nephew and successor of Julius Caesar. The Battle of Actium in 31 BC, near
Actium in Greece, between Mark Antony and Octavian, was won by the latter and
marked the date of the end of the Republic and the beginning of Roman Empire. Gaius
Julius Caesar Octavian Augustus, known as Caesar Augustus reigned as emperor from
29 BC to 14 AD. The government of each region, part of the time, stayed in charge of
princes, and in the rest, under the responsibility of procurators appointed by the
emperor. Augustus appointed Herod the Great, governor of Palestine at the time of
Christ’s birth.

List of Roman emperors by Dynasties:

I) Julio-Claudian Dynasty (29 BC-69 AD): Caesar Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula,
Claudius and Nero.

Augustus Tiberius Caligula Claudius

1) Gaius Julius Caesar Octavian Augustus (Caesar Augustus) —r. 29 BC-14 AD
(43 years)

Birth name: Gaius Octavius

Family: His biological father was Gaius Octavius; and his mother, Atia Balba
Caesonia, from a humble family. Sister: Octavia.

His great-uncle, Julius Caesar, adopted him as son and he came to be his legal heir.

Wives:

* Clodia Pulchra (First wife) — he had no children by her.

* Scribonia (Second wife) — Julia the Elder, the only legal daughter of Augustus.
Julia married Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa and had five children: Gaius Caesar, Lucius
Caesar, Julia, Agrippina and Agrippa Postumus (the latter born after the father’s death,
hence the name ‘Postumus’, according to the Roman custom).

* Livia Drusilla, also known as Julia Augusta (Augustus’ third wife) — he had no
children by her. She had two sons of her first marriage: Tiberius Claudius and Nero
Claudius Drusus Germanicus, who married Antonia (daughter of Mark Antony and
Octavia, Augustus’ sister); Tiberius married Vipsania Agrippina, but separated from her
to marry Julia the Elder, Augustus’ daughter, with whom he had no children.

Lawful children: Julia the Elder

Adoptive children:
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* Gaius Caesar, Lucius Caesar, Julia the Elder, Agrippina and Agrippa Postumus —
children of Julia and Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa; therefore, grandchildren of Augustus,
who sought to ensure his succession.

* Tiberius Claudius (adopted son) — son of Livia Drusilla, therefore, stepson of
Augustus.

Events during his reign:

* He expanded the borders of the Empire: Octavian annexed to the Roman Empire:
Egypt, Dalmatia, Pannonia, Noricum and Raetia, expanding the possessions in Africa
and Germany, and completing the conquest of Hispania.

* Along with Mark Antony and Lepidus (Marcus Aemilius Lepidus), Octavian
Augustus formed the second triumvirate and defeated the assassins of Julius Caesar.
After the battle of Philippi, they divided the Roman Republic into three parts and began
to rule it as military dictators. Then, Lepidus was exiled and removed from his post.
Mark Antony committed suicide after the defeat to Octavian at the Battle of Actium in
31 BC.

* He made peace with the Parthian empire through diplomacy. The Parthian Empire
(247 BC-224 AD) was one of the major Iranian political and cultural powers of ancient
Persia. Parthia corresponds to the northeast of Iran.

* He reformed the army and politics; reformed the Roman system of taxation; he
developed networks of roads with an official courier system; established a permanent
army as well as the Praetorian Guard; he created official services of policemen and
firemen and rebuilt great part of the city of Rome during his reign.

Death: He died at 77 years old, probably of natural causes. He was succeeded by his
adopted son Tiberius (also stepson and son-in-law of Augustus, by his daughter Julia
the Elder). Caesar Augustus was the ruler with the longest tenure in Rome — he reigned
for 43 years (29 BC-14 AD).

2) Tiberius Claudius Nero Caesar (Tiberius Caesar) —r. 14-37 AD (23 years)

Birth name: Tiberius Claudius Nero

Biological father: Claudius Nero; mother, Livia Drusilla or Livia. Brother: Nero
Claudius Drusus Germanicus.

Tiberius was adoptive son of Augustus Caesar (Gaius Julius Caesar Octavian
Augustus). At 19 years old and six months pregnant, his mother Livia Drusilla divorced
her husband Claudius Nero, the biological father of Tiberius and married Octavian, the
future emperor Caesar Augustus. The younger brother of Tiberius, Nero Claudius
Drusus Germanicus, was born three months later. Drusus married Antonia (the youngest
daughter of Mark Antony and Octavia), also known as Antonia Minor or the Younger,
and had one daughter (Livia Julia or Livilla) and 2 sons: Tiberius Claudius Caesar
Augustus Germanicus (the future Emperor Claudius) and Julius Caesar Germanicus,
who later became one of the greatest Roman generals, and father of Caligula and his 3
sisters (Agrippina the Younger, Julia Livilla and Julia Drusilla). Tiberius began his
career as a Roman tribune and organized the army creating new legions. Then he
became Praetor and consul. He married Vipsania Agrippina and had a son named Julius
Caesar Drusus, who married Livilla and had twins; one of them died in childhood, and
the other was Tiberius Gemelo (Tiberius Julius Caesar Nero) the only legitimate
grandson of Tiberius.

After a while, Tiberius was adopted by the emperor Augustus, and had to divorce
Vipsania Agrippina, and marrying his daughter Julia, the Elder. Later, with the death of
his brother Nero Claudius Drusus and of Augustus, Tiberius ascended the throne as
emperor and was one of the greatest generals of Rome. Despite his military



14

achievements, he was reputed as a sad and gloomy ruler, a feature that was accentuated
after the death of his son Julius Caesar Drusus in 23 AD. With Julia, Tiberius only had a
son who died in infancy.

He had two adoptive children:

* Julius Caesar Germanicus (15 BC-19 AD), his nephew, son of his brother Nero
Claudius Drusus Germanicus.

* Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus Germanicus (Caligula), his grand-nephew.

Unlike Caesar Augustus, Tiberius did not fully assume his place of ruler, often
avoiding take strong decisions of an emperor and preferring to leave them in the hands
of the Senate. According to historical sources, the timid character, cynical, embittered
and suspicious of Tiberius caused many deaths not only in the Roman Senate but also
among the poor people of the empire. He was self-exiled from Rome and went to Capri,
leaving the government in the hands of two praetorian prefects (Lucius Aelius Sejanus
and Quintus Naevius Cordus Sutorius Macro), but Sejanus was killed, accused of
treason against the emperor.

Death: he was assassinated by Caligula and Macro. The emperor was 77 years old
at the time.

He was succeeded as emperor by his adopted son and grand-nephew, Gaius Julius
Caesar Augustus Germanicus, also known as Caligula.

Imperial cult:

It was custom of the Roman emperors consider themselves gods, so God
condemned so much the imperial cult in the Epistles and in Revelation. Gaius Julius
Caesar (49-44 BC), still alive, in the year 44 BC, consented in the construction of a
statue of himself where the inscription Deo invicto (“To the Invincible God”) could be
read. In the same year he appointed himself dictator for life. After the political power
struggle and the transition from Republic to Empire (44-31 BC), the heir of Julius
Caesar, Caesar Augustus (Gaius Julius Caesar Octavian Augustus — 29 BC-14 AD),
ordered that was built a temple in Rome dedicated to the “Divine Julius” (Divus Iulius).
The adoptive son of Augustus was Tiberius (Tiberius Claudius Nero Caesar — 14-37
AD). Both allowed to be erected a single temple in their honor during their lifetimes.
These temples contained not only the statues of the ruling emperor at the time and who
could be worshiped in the manner of a god, but also were devoted to Rome (the city of
Rome, in the case of Augustus, and to the senate, in the case of Tiberius). Both temples
were located on the Asian side of the Roman Empire. The temple of Caesar Augustus
was located in Pergamum, while Tiberius’ was in Izmir (Smyrna) and he did not allow
another temple or statue in his honor anywhere else. He assured before the Senate that
he would rather be remembered more for his actions than by the stones. But he
permitted the construction of a temple in honor of his predecessor and adoptive father,
the “Divine Augustus”, in Tarragona (current Catalonia, Spain), in 15 AD.

3) Gaius Julius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, also known as Gaius Caesar or
Caligula —r. 37-41 AD (4 years)

Biological father: Julius Caesar Germanicus, nephew and adoptive son of Tiberius;
mother: Agrippina, the Elder (grand-daughter of the Emperor Octavian Caesar
Augustus). Siblings: Drusilla, Drusus Caesar (assassinated in exile at the behest of
Tiberius), Nero Caesar (assassinated in exile by order of Tiberius), Julia Livilla and
Agrippina the Younger (or Agrippina Minor).
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The nickname ‘Caligula’ (meaning little boots, in English, is derived from ‘caligae’
military sandals) was given by the soldiers of the legions commanded by his father,
Germanicus, who amused to see him dressed in military uniform with only three years
old when accompanied him on his military campaigns in northern Germania.

Germanicus died poisoned in Egypt, probably on the orders of Tiberius, and his
wife Agrippina, the Elder, returned to Rome and denounced Tiberius publicly as her
husband’s murder mastermind. As a result, she and her children were sent into exile.
The two older boys were murdered and she died of starvation. Caligula’s sisters went
also into exile, but there is only news of Agrippina the Younger (Agrippina Minor),
who returned to Rome in the reign of Claudius. Caligula went to live with her great-
grandmother Livia (Tiberius’s mother), and then stayed with his grandmother Antonia
(Tiberius’ sister-in-law) until he was assigned to work in the residence of the emperor in
Capri. When he died, Tiberius ordered that the Empire was ruled jointly by his grandson
Tiberius Gemellus (Tiberius Julius Caesar Nero, the son of his son Drusus and Livilla)
and Caligula. However, Caligula ordered to kill Gemellus and became the sole emperor.
He granted territories to Herod Agrippa I (nephew of Herod Antipas) and ordered that a
statue in his honor was erected in the Temple of Jerusalem.

Historians talk too much about his sexual perversions. There are few surviving
sources that describe his reign, none of which refers to him favorably; on the contrary,
the sources focus on his cruelty, extravagance and sexual perversity, presenting him as a
demented tyrant. He was the first emperor to present himself as a god before the people;
not through statues, but openly in his own body.

Death: he was assassinated by the Praetorian guard in 41 AD, at 28 years old
(almost to complete 29 years), along with his fourth and last wife Milonia Caesonia and
his daughter Julia Drusilla, still a baby. On the same day of his murder, his uncle
Claudius (Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus), nephew of Tiberius, was
hailed emperor by the Praetorians. Numerous temples and statues dedicated to Caligula
(by own order) were all they destroyed immediately after the violent death of this
emperor.

4) Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus —r. 41-54 AD (13 years).

For a while, Claudius remained separated from power by his physical disabilities
such as lameness and stuttering until his nephew, the emperor Caligula, appointed him
consul and senator. One of the first actions of Claudius as emperor was to order the
execution of the killers of his nephew. He also allowed that the sister of Caligula,
Agrippina the Younger, was brought from exile. Apparently, Claudius allowed the
building of only one temple in his honor, continuing the example of Augustus and
Tiberius.

Claudius had married twice before marrying Valeria Messalina. His previous
marriages left him three children, among them his son Claudius Drusus, who died at an
early age. By his second wife, Claudius had a daughter named Claudia Antonia. By
Messalina he had two children: Claudia Octavia (born in 40 AD) and Britannicus (born
in 41 AD). Valeria Messalina prostituted herself in a brothel to avenge the flippant
attitudes of her husband with other women, so she was executed by Claudius in 48 AD.
In 49 AD Claudius married for the fourth time to Nero’s mother, that is, his niece
Agrippina, Caligula’s sister. Agrippina Minor (also known as Julia Agrippina Minor or
Agrippina the Younger), after 50 DC called Julia Augusta Agrippina was one of the
most powerful women of the Julio-Claudian dynasty. She was great-granddaughter of
Emperor Augustus, great-niece and adoptive granddaughter of Tiberius, and Caligula’s
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sister. Historians describe her as ruthless, ambitious, violent and overbearing.
Nevertheless, she was beautiful and had a good reputation.

We must also say that in the reign of Claudius the Christians were banished from
Rome (46 AD). In 51 AD Claudius adopted Nero, changing his name to Nero Claudius
Caesar Drusus Germanicus (his birth name was Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus). Nero
was older than his step-brother Britannicus and thus became heir to the throne. Claudius
died in 54 AD, probably poisoned by Agrippina.

5) Nero Claudius Caesar Augustus Germanicus — r. 54-68 AD (14 years).

He ascended the throne after the death of his uncle Claudius, who had appointed
him his successor.

Birth name: Lucius Domitius Ahenobarbus. He was born in 37 AD.

Biological father: Gnaeus Domitius Ahenobarbus (49 BC-25 AD, Roman consul in
16 BC).

Mother: Agrippina the Younger, sister of Emperor Caligula.

Nero was adopted by his uncle Claudius in 51 AD (at the age of 14 years),
changing his name to Nero Claudius Caesar Drusus Germanicus. Even at the age of 14
years he was appointed proconsul, entered and addressed the Senate for the first time,
appeared in public with Claudius several times, and his image was minted into coins.
He ascended the throne at 17 years old, after the death of his uncle Claudius, who had
appointed him his successor.

In 53 AD he married his half-sister Claudia Octavia (daughter of Messalina). Nero
was married to Octavia for eight years, but had no children with her. Then he divorced
her and sent her into exile. Without Octavia in his way, Nero married Poppaea Sabina,
also called Poppaea Sabina, the Younger (30-65 AD), with whom he fell in love. Her
first husband was Rufrius Crispinus, a commander of the Praetorian guard killed by
Nero, as well as the child of this union (he was also called Rufrius Crispinus). Poppaea
had a second marriage to Otho, who would become emperor after the death of Nero.
Poppaea divorced him and married Nero in 62 AD. With the Emperor she had a
daughter, Claudia Augusta, who seems to have died when she was a child. The
circumstances of the death of Poppaea (35 years old) are obscure. Some say she died
during the pregnancy of her second child, or during childbirth, or because of a
miscarriage, in which the second child did not survive. History says that after her death,
Nero became too mourner and didn’t let her be cremated; she was embalmed and placed
in the Mausoleum of Augustus.

There is also reference to a freed slave called Acte who is said to have been Nero’s
lover between 55 and 68 AD but with whom he could not marry because of the
opposition of Agrippina, who wanted to see him married to Octavia. According to the
chroniclers of the time, Acte funded and organized the funerals of Nero, and was one of
the few people who remained faithful to him.

The third wife of Nero was Statilia Messalina, the daughter of a consul of the
Empire that seems to have been involved in the plot against Emperor Claudius. Her
family was related to Valéria Messalina’s. So that she could marry Nero, her first
husband (the consul Marcus Julius Vestinus Atticus) was forced to commit suicide. She
did not give children to Nero.

After that, in 67-68 AD, Nero ordered that a young freedman, Sporus, were
castrated and then married him in a public wedding ceremony. Some historians of the
time said the young man had a very big resemblance to Poppaea Sabina. Sporus, in
Latin, is derived from the ancient Greek word omopd spora, meaning ‘seed’, ‘sowing’,
related to omopog sporos, ‘sowing’ (present continuous) and oreipetv speirein, ‘to sow.’
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In all references to his story, he has always been called by Sporus, a male name. Sporus
was a Catamite, i.e., one of the slave children chosen by his master as a toy and
sometimes were castrated in the attempt to preserve their juvenile qualities. Catamite
was the name given to the young fellow, preteen or teenager in a pederast relationship
(relationship between a man and a boy) between two men in the ancient world,
especially in ancient Rome. It usually refers to homosexual lovers young and passive.
The word derives from the Latin ‘catamitus’, which in turn comes from the Etruscan
‘catamite.’

The reign of Nero is usually associated with tyranny and extravagance. He is
remembered by a series of systematic executions, including that of his own mother
(Julia Agrippina Minor, also called Julia Augusta Agrippina), his wife Octavia
(daughter of the emperor Claudius and his third wife, Valeria Messalina) and his half-
brother Britannicus and, above all, by the widespread belief that while Rome burned
(Nero set fire to Rome and blamed the Christians), he was composing with his lyre.
Claudia Octavia was murdered in exile on his orders or committed suicide because of
false accusations of adultery by the Empress Valeria Messalina. He was a relentless
persecutor of the Christians.

Death: Nero committed suicide when Tigellinus (the commander of the Praetorian
Guard) opened the gates of Rome to General Galba.

IT) Year of the four Emperors (68-69 AD): Galba, Otho, Vitellius and Vespasian
(the founder of Flavian Dynasty).

Galba

Vespasian

1) Lucius Livius Ocella Servius Sulpicius Galba (3 AC-69 AD) — r. 68-06-08 to
69-01-15 (seven months). No dynasty.

Birth name: Servius Sulpicius Galba

From birth to accession: Lucius Livius Ocella Sulpicius Galba

Name as emperor: Servius Sulpicius Galba Caesar Augustus

Imperial name: Imperator Servius Galba Caesar Augustus

Biological father: Servius Sulpicius Galba; mother: Mummia Achaica. She died
soon after the birth of Galba. Wife: Aemilia Lepida

He ascended the throne at the age of 72 and ruled for seven months. He had a
brilliant political career, and reached the position of consul in 33 AD, being then the
governor of Germania and proconsul of Africa (45-60 AD). In 60 AD, seeing the course
of the Empire in the hands of Nero, he began to lead a revolt against him, caused by
Gaius Julius Vindex, a Roman general and senator in times of Claudius. He was
proclaimed emperor and marched to Rome with the support of Otho, also a General of
the Army. Galba won the approval of the Senate and the Praetorian Guard but soon lost
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it because of his austerity in government, trying to take steps to restore the state funds,
exhausted by Nero and the costs of campaigns in Armenia and Judea. He also refused to
pay the Praetorian Guard the reward he had promised for having made him an emperor.
In fact, because of his age and little physical energy, Galba left the government in the
hands of his trusted men who unfortunately went unpunished for the atrocities they
committed. These attitudes also generated hatred in the people and the army. Marcus
Salvius Otho, disappointed for having not being named as successor, organized a plot
against the emperor with the help of the Praetorian Guard and killed him at the Forum.
Death: murdered by Otho, at 72 years old.

2) Marcus Salvius Otho (32-69 AD) — r. 69-01-15-69-04-16 (3 months). No
dynasty.

Biological father: Lucius Otho; mother: Terentia Albia. Wife: Poppaea Sabina (He
was forced to divorce her by Nero).

He was more clement and skilled in politics than his predecessor to calm the fears
of the most respectable citizens. He ruled only for 3 months. He was appointed
governor of Lusitania by Nero in 58 AD. Lusitania was a province of Hispania, in the
Iberian Peninsula. He remained in this post for ten years. He supported the accession of
Galba to the throne, but came to promote the coup d’etat that culminated in the murder
of the old emperor. His youth and his effeminate appearance led the Roman rabble to
remember Nero; so, they supported him. Nero’s statues were erected again, his slaves
were freed and his officers were reinstated to their posts (including Sporus whom Nero
had married and with whom Otho also became intimate), and certain urban projects
initiated during his reign were completed as for example, the Golden House (the great
new palace of Nero, after the fire of Rome).

When reading a private letter of Galba, Otho was aware of the seriousness of the
rebellion in Germania by some legions under the command of Vitellius, and that were
marching to Italy. He tried a failed reconciliation, and then prepared for battle. Some
legions were still at his side, and with them, he took control of the Italian seas. His
advisers were divided: some in favor of waiting for the legions coming from Dalmatia;
others, in favor of attacking Vitellius. The troops decided to advance to Cremona, a
comune in northern Italy, but they encountered their enemies on the way there. Otho
managed to escape to Calvatone (formerly called Bedriacum), but the troops of Vitellius
reached them. In fact, the conflict did not lean to any side, neither to Vitellius nor for
Otho, but the morale of soldiers and officers of Otho was affected. Otho, not knowing
what to do, went to his campaign tent and committed suicide, driving a dagger in the
chest. His successor was Vitellius.

Death: suicide, at 36 years old.

3) Aulus Vitellius Germanicus — r. 69-01-02—69-12-22 (10 months). No dynasty.

Name from birth to accession: Aulus Vitellius

Name as emperor: Aulus Vitellius Germanicus Augustus

Biological father: Lucius Vitellius; Brother, Lucius Vitellius the Younger.

Wives: Petronia and Galeria Fundana. With his first wife, Petronia, he had a
crippled son, whom his mother had made heir; but the young man was killed later by
Vitellius under charges of parricide. It is not known if the accusation was true or not.
Then Vitellius married Galeria Fundana and had two children: Vitellius and Vitellia.
The boy was killed during the Second Battle of Bedriacum along with his father.

Vitellius spent his childhood in Capri, among the favorites of the emperor Tiberius.
He enjoyed the favor of the Emperor Caligula, whose cars he drove, and the favor of
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Claudius and Nero with whom he played dice. In Germania he gained the affection of
his soldiers thanks to his flexible discipline and his friendly way. Vitellius reigned only
ten months but was famous for his appetite and his cruelty.

The Second Battle of Bedriacum (also called the second battle of Cremona) was
fought in the same place where Otho was dead. Cremona (in Lombardy, northern Italy)
is thirty-five kilometers away from Calvatone (formerly called Bedriacum), and the
exact site of the battle is between these two cities. After the first battle, when Otho
committed suicide, the Roman legions of Egypt, Judea and Syria acclaimed General
Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasian as emperor. He had received the command of Judea
from Nero in 67 with the mission to end the revolt of the Jews. So when Vitellius
proved unable as ruler, a new battle occurred, where he was defeated by Vespasian’s
army, ending the year of the four emperors. Vitellius was captured, naked, cruelly
executed and thrown into the Tiber. He was the first emperor to add the honorific name
of Germanicus to his name instead of Caesar.

Death: murdered by the troops of Vespasian.

I1I) Flavian Dynasty (69-96 AD): Vespasian, Titus and Domitian.

: B el
Vespasian Domitian

1) Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus or Vespasian —r. 69-79 AD (10 years).

Biological father: Titus Flavius Sabinus I; mother, Vespasia Polla; siblings: Titus
Flavius Sabinus II and Flavia; wife: Flavia Domitilla (Domitilla Major or Domitilla the
Elder); after the death of his wife he married his lover: Antonia Caenis

Children with Flavia Domitilla: Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus; Titus Flavius
Domitian; Domitilla Minor (Domitilla the Younger)

He was a senator during the Julio-Claudian dynasty and in 51 AD he was elected
consul.

After the quick succession and death of Galba and Otho and the rise of Vitellius to
power, the Roman legions of Egypt, Judea and Syria acclaimed Vespasian as Emperor.
When Vitellius was defeated, in the following day Vespasian was proclaimed emperor
by the Senate. He found no direct threat to his imperial power after the death of
Vitellius, although other historical sources mention many conspiracies against him
during his reign. As ruler, Vespasian was hardworking man, economic and forceful. His
economic administration was effective, with a significant increase in annual taxes,
which improved state finances, raising money for the construction of the Colosseum in
Rome and the construction of the temple dedicated to Jupiter Capitoline. The emperor
let his allies spread the stories about his divinity, which began in Egypt, and made sure
that they circulated throughout the Roman Empire.
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One of the most significant events of Vespasian’s reign was the First Jewish-
Roman War (6673 AD, sometimes called the Great Jewish Revolt), the first of three
major rebellions by the Jews of Judea against the Roman Empire.
https://www.searaagape.com.br/asguerrasjudaicoromanas.html

It began in 66 AD, initially due to religious tensions between Greeks and Jews, with
protests against taxation and attacks on Roman citizens. Later, Roman legions under the
command of Titus (Titus Flavius Vespasianus Augustus, son of Titus Flavius Sabinus
Vespasianus) besieged Jerusalem and destroyed the center of rebel resistance on 1%
August, 67 AD, culminating in the destruction of the Temple, a date that Jews call Tisha
B'Av (9" day of the month of Av).

Death: 69 years old. Vespasian died of an intestine inflammation in 79 AD.

He was succeeded successively by his two sons, Titus (79-81 AD) and Domitian
(81-96 AD).

2) Titus Flavius Vespasianus Augustus —r. 79-81 AD (2 years).

Biological father: Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus; mother: Flavia Domitilla
(Domitilla Major or Domitilla the Elder); Siblings: Titus Flavius Domitianus and
Domitilla Minor (Domitilla the Younger).

Wives: Arrecina Tertulla (1% wife; 62-63 DC) — died soon after without children;
Marcia Furnilla (2™ wife, 63 DC). Titus divorced her because her family had links to
Nero’s opponents and, after a failed attempt by a senator against the emperor in 65 AD,
the entire family of his wife fell into disgrace. He divorced her, but continued to care for
her daughter Julia. It is not known what happened to Marcia Furnilla.

Children with Marcia: Julia Flavia (Flavia Julia Titi)

Colosseum or Coliseum

The most important of his reign was his public buildings construction program in
Rome, for example, the completion of the Flavian Amphitheatre (Amphitheatrum
Flavium), known commonly as the Colosseum or Coliseum. Titus was generous with
the victims of disasters that the Empire suffered during his brief reign: the eruption of
Vesuvius in 79 AD reaching the cities of Herculaneum, Pompeii, Oplontis and Stabiae,
and the fire of Rome in 80 AD.
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Death: 41 years old. After two years on the throne, Titus died suffering from ‘brain
fever’ probably meningitis. Titus was succeeded by his younger brother, Domitian.

3) Titus Flavius Domitianus or Domitian — 81-96 AD (15 years).

Name from birth to 69: Titus Flavius Domitianus

Name from 69 to accession: Titus Flavius Caesar Domitianus

Name as emperor: Titus Flavius Caesar Domitianus Augustus

Imperial name: Imperator Caesar Domitianus Augustus Germanicus

Biological father: Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus; mother: Flavia Domitilla
(Domitilla Major or Domitilla the Elder); siblings: Flavius Vespasianus Augustus and
Domitilla Minor (Domitilla the Younger).

Wives: Titus offered his daughter’s hand, Flavia Julia Titi, still a child, to his
brother, Domitian, but he refused because he was in love with Domitia Longina. In 80
AD, his child was born, the only child known of Domitia and Domitian. No one knows
the name of the boy, who died at only three years old, in 83 AD. For unknown reasons,
Domitian exiled Domitia for a brief period, but called her back soon after; perhaps, to
stop the rumors that he was having an affair with his niece Julia Flavia. From what is
known, Domitia lived in the palace until the end of her husband’s reign.

Julia married her second cousin by his father, Titus Flavius Sabinus IV. At this
time, Domitian had already seduced her. When Vespasian and the husband of Julia
Flavia died, Domitian lived conjugally with her. Because of the appeals of the people,
he reconciled with Domitia, but anyway he continued his relationship with Julia. Julia
died at 27 years old during the childbirth of her son with Domitian.

Domitian was a good administrator at the beginning, becoming despotic and cruel
at the end of his reign. The foreign religions were tolerated provided they didn’t
interfere in the public order and could be assimilated to the traditional Roman religion.
During the reign of the Flavian Dynasty the cult to the different Egyptian gods grew in
an unprecedented way. Among them Serapis and Isis stand out, identified with Jupiter
and Minerva respectively. Domitian expelled the philosophers from Rome. The
classical sources describe him as a cruel and paranoid tyrant, locating him among the
most hated emperors, by comparing his vileness with Caligula’s and Nero’s. He was the
responsible for the persecution of Christians in Asia Minor (including John the apostle,
who was taken into exile on the island of Patmos). He also proclaimed himself a god
openly.

Death: at 44 years old, Domitian was assassinated in a palace conspiracy involving
members of the Practorian Guard and several of his freedmen (former slaves).

IV) Nerva-Antonine Dynasty (96-192 AD): Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus
Pius, Marcus Aurelius, Lucius Verus and Commodus.

During the imperial administrations of Nerva (96-98), Trajan (98-117), Hadrian
(117-138), Antoninus Pius (138-161) and Marcus Aurelius (161-180) Rome enjoyed
relative peace and political prosperity, military and economic, and then reached its apex.
This period was known as ‘The age of the five good Emperors.” One of the factors that
contributed to this was the succession method chosen by such emperors, who began to
transfer power to a successor with administrative ability, not necessarily their direct
descendants. Trajan, for example, was chosen by Nerva, who had no children, and
became his successor. This succession policy that was giving good results was
interrupted only by Marcus Aurelius. After his death (180 AD), his son Commodus
replaced him. He was considered as one of the worst emperors that Rome ever had and
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the responsible for the beginning of political instability that would shake the Roman
Empire.

Herva

Trajan Hadrian

Marcus Aurelius Lucius Verus Commadus

1) Marcus Cocceius Nerva —r. 96-98 AD (2 years and 10 months).

He was a senator of good reputation and was in the service of the Empire during the
reign of Nero, Vespasian, Titus and Domitian. Nerva, as new monarch, swore to restore
the rights that were abolished or simply neglected during the reign of Domitian.
However, his administration was marked by financial problems and his inability to deal
with the troops, especially the Praetorian Guard. He was succeeded by his adopted son
Trajan. He is considered by ancient historians as a wise and moderate emperor
interested in the economic well-being, seeking to reduce government spending. Old and
of good temperament, Nerva sought to rule well.

Death: he died of natural death in 98 AD (67 years old).

Nerva did not persecute the Christians; on the contrary, he ceased to persecute
Christians and Jews during his government. Besides Marcus Cocceius Nerva (96-98
AD), History mentions three emperors who were favorable to Christians:

* Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexandrus — 222-235 DC, commonly known as
Alexander Severus was the last of the emperors of the Severan Dynasty. Well-meaning
but without political and military support, he was killed during a riot of the Legio XXII
Primigenia. He treated the Christians affably. Legio XXII Primigenia, ‘the fortunate
twenty-second legion’, was a legion of the Roman imperial army dedicated to the
Goddess Fortuna Primigenia. It was created in 39 AD by Emperor Caligula to be used
in his campaigns in Germania (Germany).
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* Flavius lovianus (363-364 AD), a Christian who, unlike his apostate predecessor,
Flavius Claudius Iulianus, who had promoted a return to paganism, led the Empire to
Christianity again.

 Flavius Gratianus Augustus (367-383 AD), who clearly favored the Christian
religion against paganism, refusing to repeat the pagan rituals of the previous emperors
and taking out of the Senate the Altar of Victory in 382 AD. The Altar of Victory was a
golden statue and had been placed in the Senate hall in honor of the goddess Victory
(Victoria, in Latin) by the emperor Caesar Augustus in 29 BC to celebrate the defeat of
Mark Antony and Cleopatra at the battle of Actium (Greece), for they opposed him. The
Roman senators did not like the removal of the statue, since, for centuries, they swore
solemnly before it and recited prayers and made libations of wine and burned incense.

2) Caesar Marcus Ulpius Nerva Traianus or Trajan —r. 98-117 AD (19 years).

Name from birth to adoption: Marcus Ulpius Traianus

Name from adoption to accession: Caesar Marcus Ulpius Nerva Traianus

Name as emperor: Imperator Caesar Nerva Traianus Divi Nervae filius Augustus
(Emperor Caesar Nerva Trajanus son of the divine Nerva Augustus)

Caesar Marcus Ulpius Nerva Traianus or Trajan was the son of Marcus Ulpius
Traianus and Marcia; he had a sister called Ulpia Marciana, who came to marry a
senator. His wife was Pompeia Plotina, and had no children by her. Pompeia Plotina
was very interested in philosophy and was a woman of great virtue, dignity and
simplicity. Plotina also influenced many aspects of Roman life of her time, from fairer
taxes to charitable works for the poor, including improvements in education. The couple
was guardian of the future emperor Hadrian, who was about 10 or 11 years old when he
lost his father, who was a second cousin of Trajan. Plotina liked the boy and encouraged
his adoption by Trajan, who was already on his deathbed. When Plotina died, she was
deified. Hadrian built a temple in her honor in Nimes, in Provence.

Trajan was an efficient administrator, reorganized the empire, with support of the
Senate. He activated trade and agriculture again; he reduced taxes and undertook major
public works programs: he built the new Roman Forum, roads (a new part of the Appian
Way), bridges, aqueducts, ports, public baths and sanitary infrastructure. He also had
great military and territorial conquests, for in his reign the Roman Empire reached its
maximum territorial extension (from Portugal to Iran, from the current England to
Egypt). He was born in Hispania Baetica, current region of Andalusia in Spain;
therefore, he was the first emperor who was not born in Rome, thus opening the way for
greater participation of Roman citizenship in high posts of the empire. For all he did, he
had the loyalty of his subjects. He was one of the greatest Roman emperors. However,
besides a good administrator, he was first of all a military leader. During the final phase
of his reign, he devoted himself exclusively to the war and left much of the civil
administration in third-party hands. His reputation lasted for nearly nineteen centuries.

One of the important events of his reign was the Second Jewish-Roman War or
Diaspora Revolt (115-117 AD, called in Hebrew, nm%x1 7, mered ha’galoyot,
‘rebellion of the exile’ or ‘rebellion of the diaspora’).
https://www.searaagape.com.br/asguerrasjudaicoromanas.html

Death: at 63 years old, probably of a stroke (cerebrovascular accident) in the trip
back from the Parthian campaign in Selinus, near the Black Sea (117 AD). His adoptive
son, Hadrian, was his successor.

During his rule the apostle John died of a natural death at the age of 94 (98-100
AD), after being released from the mining Island of Patmos in the government of Nerva.
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Although since 64 AD (when Nero ordered to torture Christians in Rome) there was
persecution to Christianity, they were irregular. The organized persecutions against
Christians emerged from Trajan on. Marcus Ulpius Nerva Trajan was a Roman Emperor
from 98 to 117 AD. In 112 AD he established the procedures against the Christians. The
Christians were accused of superstition and hatred to mankind. If they were Roman
citizens they were beheaded; and if not, they could be thrown to wild beasts or sent to
work in mines.

After him, the main persecutions were ordered by the emperors Publius Aelius
Traianus Hadrianus (117-138 AD), Antoninus Pius (Titus Aurelius Fulvius Boionius
Arrius Antoninus Pius — 138-161 AD), Marcus Aurelius (Caesar Marcus Aurelius
Antoninus Augustus — 161-180 AD), Commodus Antoninus (Marcus Aurelius
Commodus Antoninus — 180-192 AD), Septimius Severus (Lucius Septimius Severus
Pertinax — 193-211 AD), Geta (Publius Septimius Geta — 189-211 DC), Decius (Gaius
Messius Quintus Trajan Decius — 249-251 AD), Valerian (Publius Licinius Valerian —
253-260 AD), Aurelian (Lucius Domitius Aurelianus — 270-275 DC), Diocletian (Gaius
Aurelius Valerius Diocletian — 284-305 AD) and Maximianus (Marcus Aurelius
Valerius Maximianus Herculius Augustus — 285-305 AD, ruling along with Diocletian),
a period known as the Great Persecution. In 284 AD, for administrative purposes,
Diocletian divided the Roman Empire into two parts: East and West.
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Roman Empire in its maximum extension in Trajan’s reign

3) Caesar Publius Aelius Traianus Hadrianus or Hadrian — r. 117-138 AD (21
years).
Father: Publius Aelius Hadrianus Afer
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Mother: Domitia Paulina

Name from birth to adoption and accession: Publius Aelius Hadrianus

Name as emperor: Caesar Publius Aelius Traianus Hadrianus Augustus

Sister: Aelia Domitia Paulina

Wife: Vibia Sabina

Adoptive children: Lucius Aelius and Antoninus Pius

Hadrian was born in south of Spain; his parents were Roman colonists and he was
second cousin of Trajan, being adopted by this and placed as his successor. He married
Vibia Sabina, but had no children, because there were rumors that Hadrian preferred his
male lovers (for example, his lover Antinous, to whom he erected a temple in Egypt
after his death).

Roman Pantheon
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Olympieion in Athens, Greece
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Aelia Capitolina — Jerusalem rebuilt by Hadrian

Hadrian was the Roman governor of Syria in times of Trajan’s war against the
Parthians. In Rome, he rebuilt the Pantheon (a temple dedicated to the Roman gods) and
built the Temple of Venus; he ordered to complete in Athens the construction of the
Olympieion (The Temple of Olympian Zeus, also known as Columns of the Olympian
Zeus) and made it the cultural capital of the Empire. He ordered the construction of
many and sumptuous temples in the city. In Hadrian’s time there was some enmity
between him and the Senate because four important ex-consuls of the policy of military
conquests of Trajan were executed by his order, without the senate knew. Seeing that
the empire had exhausted its capacity of extension, Hadrian put aside the war and opted



27

for a diplomatic policy with neighboring peoples: Mesopotamia, Dacia (now Romania),
the plain of the Lower Danube and the Carpathian region. In order to protect the
remaining Roman borders against the barbarians, he built many fortifications in
Germany and in England (in 122 AD, he built Hadrian’s Wall, marking the border
between England and Scotland for centuries).

Hadrian ordered the rebuilding of Jerusalem as a Greek city and called it Aelia
Capitolina, and so, at the end of his reign, the Third Jewish Revolt against the Roman
Empire, or the Third Jewish-Roman War (132-135 AD), also known as the ‘war of
extermination’ or ‘Bar Kokhba Revolt’, broke out in the interior of Judea. It was a long
war with bloody fighting, lasting more than 2 years and resulting in a victory for Rome.
https://www.searaagape.com.br/asguerrasjudaicoromanas.html

Hadrian also persecuted Christians. He died of heart failure at the age of 62.

4) Titus Aurelius Fulvius Boionius Arrius Antoninus Pius, known as Antoninus
Pius —r. 138-161 AD (23 years).

Name from birth to adoption by Hadrian: Titus Aurelius Fulvus Boionius Arrius
Antoninus

Name from adoption to accession: Titus Aelius Caesar Antoninus

Name as emperor: Caesar Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus Augustus Pius

Father: Titus Aurelius Fulvus

Mother: Arria Fadilla. With the death of Titus Aurelius Fulvus, she married Publius
Julius Lupus, and had a daughter with him: Julia Fadilla
Siblings of his mother’s first marriage to Titus Aurelius Fulvus: none. Antoninus was
only-child.

Wife: Around 110-115 AD, Antoninus Pius married Annia Galeria Faustina or
Faustina I (Faustina Major). She was daughter of a consul and was a beautiful woman,
known in Rome for her wisdom. She spent her whole life to the care of the less favored.
Annia Galeria Faustina or Faustina I (Faustina Major) was deified after her death.

Natural children:

* Marcus Aurelius Fulvus Antoninus (died before 138)

* Marcus Galerius Aurelius Antoninus (died before 138)

* Aurelia Fadilla (died before 135); Marcus Aurelius Fulvius Antoninus; Marcus
Galerius Aurelius Antoninus (died of natural causes before 138). Aurelia Fadilla
married Aelius Lamia Silvanus or Syllanus, who became consul in 145 AD. She had no
children with him.

* Annia Galeria Faustina Minor, Faustina Minor or Faustina the Younger, married
the emperor Marcus Aurelius, maternal cousin. She was the only daughter to reach adult
age. Their second daughter (Lucilla) married the emperor Lucius Verus.

Adoptive children:

* Marcus Aurelius (adopted) — Nephew of Antoninus Pius. When Marcus Aurelius
was adopted by Antoninus Pius, he divorced his first wife Ceionia Fabia to marry
Faustina Minor.

* Lucius Verus Commodus Ceionius, known as Lucius Verus, Hadrian’s grandson,
son of Lucius Aelius Caesar (or Lucius Ceionius Commodus) and his wife Avidia.
Lucius Aelius Caesar was the son of the Emperor Hadrian. Lucius Verus married the
daughter of Marcus Aurelius, Lucilla.

Death: 74 years old, of fever.

Antoninus Pius was called ‘Pius’ by the fact that he insisted on the deification of
his adoptive father Hadrian. His government policy was austere, without big buildings
or military conquests. The only one was the expansion of the frontier of Britannia
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farther north, which led to the construction of a new wall (140-142 AD), the Antonine
Wall, to the north of Hadrian’s Wall, in the border between the current England and
Scotland. During his reign some temples were built, theaters, mausoleums, not as
opulent as those of his predecessors. He promoted the arts and sciences, favoring
masters of rhetoric (oratory, eloquence) and philosophy.

His reign elapsed peacefully despite military unrest in Mauretania, in Judea and
Britannia against the Brigants (a Celtic people), although none of these insurrections
were considered of importance. He sought to solve the crises of his government without
leaving Italy, dealing with war affairs in the provinces through the governors or through
letters to the cities. For many, this was a good style of government. Antoninus Pius
maintained good relations with the Senate, unlike Hadrian. Antoninus also persecuted
Christians.

Death: Antoninus died of fever in Etruria, about twelve kilometers from Rome, at
74 years of age. His reign was the most lasting since Augustus’, exceeding by two
months of Tiberius.” His body was deposited in the Mausoleum of Hadrian (now Castle
Sant’ Angelo) and a column was erected in his honor in the Field of Mars (Campus
Martius — the name of a public area in Rome dedicated to the god Mars), and the temple
that he himself had dedicated to his wife Faustina in 141 was then deified in his name
and Hadrian’s.
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5) Lucius Ceionius Commodus Verus Armeniacus, known as Lucius Verus — r.
161-169 AD (8 years).

Birth name until adoption by Antoninus Pius: Lucius Ceionius Commodus

Name from adoption to accession: Lucius Aelius Aurelius Commodus

Name as emperor: Caesar Lucius Aurelius Verus Augustus
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He was the son of Avidia Plautia and Lucius Aelius Caesar, also called Lucius
Commodus (Lucius Ceionius Commodus), son of the emperor Hadrian. Verus had
another brother, Gaius Avidius Ceionius Commodus, and two sisters, Ceionia Fabia and
Ceionia Plautia. He was born and raised in Rome.

When Lucius Verus’ father died in 138 AD, he was adopted by Hadrian. This one
chose as successor, Antoninus Pius, his adoptive son, on the condition that he adopted
Lucius Verus (who was then seven years old) and Marcus Aurelius (nephew of
Antoninus Pius) seventeen years old. Lucius Verus married Lucilla, daughter of Marcus
Aurelius, and had three children: Aurelia Lucilla, Lucilla Plautia and Lucius Verus
(Aurelia Lucilla and Lucius Verus died in young age). Lucilla Plautia, in 182, conspired
with her mother (Annia Aurelia Galeria Lucilla) to overthrow Commodus (the emperor
and brother of Lucilla, but the two women were executed in Capri by his order). Annia
Lucilla was 34 years old when she died.

Death: Lucius Verus died at 39 years old because of the plague (Smallpox) or
poisoning.

wikipedia.org

Lucius Verus when he was a child

Lucius Verus was co-Emperor of the Roman Empire with Marcus Aurelius from
161 to 169 AD.

In 161 the senate gave him the power of tribune and the title of Augustus.

It was the first time that Rome was ruled by two emperors. Marcus Aurelius had
been consul once and was Maximum Pontiff. Soon after the ascension of Marcus as
emperor, his daughter Annia Lucilla, with 11 years old, was betrothed to Lucius Verus,
even though he is formally her uncle.

During the winter of 161-162 there was a revolution in Syria and Lucius Verus was
sent by Marcus Aurelius there in order to fight the Parthians. He was stronger and
healthier than Marcus and more suitable for military activity. In fact, there were other
intentions behind this choice, which was to restrain the debauchery of Lucius, to reform
his morals and make him keep in touch to the horrors of war so he could realize that he
was an emperor. The Senate was favorable and Lucius left. Marcus Aurelius remained
in Rome, because the city needed his presence.
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Lucius was stricken by a stroke in Canosa during the trip, which put him in bed.
Eventually he recovered. Lucius spent most of his campaign in Antioch, although
wintered in Laodicea and spent the summer in Daphne, a resort outside of Antioch.

In the midst of war, in the autumn of 163 or early 164 Lucius traveled to Ephesus to
marry Lucilla, who was 13-14 years old. From 166 to 168 Lucius Verus spent in Rome
with a lifestyle full of glamour and a troupe of actors and favorites with him. In the
tavern of his own house, he celebrated parties with his friends until dawn. The circus
games (Colosseum) also amused him, especially the chariot races. Despite all this, he
continued to perform his official tasks efficiently. In 168 the Marcomanni invaded the
Roman territory across the Danube (The Marcomanni were a Germanic tribe with close
ties to the Suebi and inhabited the south of the Danube region). Returning to Rome, he
began to show symptoms of food poisoning and died a few days later (169). Some
scholars say he may have been suffering from an epidemic of smallpox, known as the
‘Antoninus Plague.” The war lasted until 180. He was deified by the Roman Senate as
the Divine Verus (Divus Verus).

6) Caesar Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Augustus, known as Marcus Aurelius — r.
161-180 AD (19 years).

Birth name: Marcus Annius Catilius Severus

After marriage, he became to be known as: Marcus Annius Verus; in fact, he took
the name of his biological father.

Name as imperial heir: Marcus Aelius Aurelius Verus Caesar.

Name as emperor: Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, adding the titles of Emperor, Caesar
and Augustus. Aurelius means: ‘golden’; and the reference to Antoninus is due to the
fact of being adopted by the Emperor Antoninus Pius.

Biological father: Marcus Annius Verus; mother: Domitia Lucilla. Sister: Annia
Comnificia Faustina also called Annia Comificia Faustina Major or Annia Cornificia
Faustina, the Elder.

Wife: Faustina, the younger, daughter of Antoninus Pius and the empress Faustina,
the Elder. The marriage occurred around 145 AD and lasted 30 years. During these 30
years, Faustina begat 13 children, among them: Lucius Aurelius Commodus Antoninus,
who would become emperor after Marcus Aurelius; and Lucilla (Annia Aurelia Galeria
Lucilla), who married Lucius Verus to solidify his alliance with Marcus Aurelius.

Children:

Annia Aurelia Galeria Faustina

Gemellus Lucilla (a twin brother of Annia Aurelia Galeria Lucilla that died still a
baby)

Annia Aurelia Galeria Lucilla (married Lucius Verus)

Titus Aelius Antoninus

Titus Aelius Aurelius

Hadrian

Domitia Faustina

Annia Aurelia Fadilla

Annia Cornificia Faustina Minor

Titus Aurelius Fulvius Antoninus — twin of Lucius Aurelius Commodus Antoninus,
and died at 4 years of age

Lucius Aurelius Commodus Antoninus — the future emperor

Marcus Anius Verus Caesar

Vibia Aurelia Sabina

Death of Marcus Aurelius: 58 years old, during the war against the Marcomanni
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Marcus Aurelius was the last of the five good emperors, and is remembered as a
successful ruler and educated; He devoted himself to philosophy, especially Stoicism,
so he became known as the philosopher emperor. Stoicism is a philosophical current
founded by Cicio (340-264 BC), which taught the austerity of character, moral rigidity
and impassibility in the face of pain or misfortune. It was contemporary of
Epicureanism, founded by Epicurus (Greek philosopher — 341-270 BC), characterized
by pleasure in the practice of virtue and culture of spirit, sensuality and lust, but in this
detail, it is different from hedonism, which seeks immediate pleasure.

Marcus Aurelius also persecuted the Christians, cruelly. In his eyes they were
superstitious and stubborn people. His reign was marked by wars in the eastern part of
the Roman Empire against the Parthians, and the northern border against the German
tribes. In central Europe, Aurelius fought against the Marcomanni, Quadi, and
Sarmatians with success during the Marcomannic Wars. He solved the case sending the
co-Emperor Lucius Verus as commander of the legions located in the east. Lucius Verus
remained loyal until his death in campaign in the year 169 AD.
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A few years before he died, he appointed his son Commodus as heir (adopting the
name of Marcus Aurelius Commodus Antoninus), and also making him co-emperor in
177 AD. However, his son was egocentric and was not prepared for the exercise of
power. That’s why many historians refer to the beginning of the decline of Rome with
the death of Marcus Aurelius and the reign of Commodus. In other words, the death of
the ‘Pax Romana’ (‘The Roman Peace’) — an expression that fitted well in the first two
centuries of the Roman Empire, having a sense of security, order and progress for all
peoples dominated by Rome. In this period, the Roman population lived protected from
barbarian invasions that lived on the borders of the empire. It began with Augustus in
27 BC, declaring an end to the civil wars through authoritarianism and weapons of the
Roman legions.
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Death: Marcus Aurelius died at the age of 58, during an expedition against the
Marcomanni (180 AD), barbarians surrounding Vindobona (now Vienna, Austria). His
ashes were brought to Rome and deposited in the Mausoleum of Hadrian, as well as
those of his family.

wilkipedia.org

Hadrian’s Mausoleum, where the ashes of Marcus Aurelius, his children and Faustina
were deposited. Today it is Castel Sant’Angelo

7) Marcus Aurelius Commodus Antoninus —r. 180-192 AD (12 years).

Birth name: Lucius Aurelius Commodus (Lucius Aurelius Commodus Antoninus)

Biological father: Marcus Aurelius; mother: Faustina the Younger. Brothers: Annia
Aurelia Galeria Faustina, Gemellus Lucilla (a twin brother of Annia Aurelia Galeria
Lucilla that died still a baby), Annia Aurelia Galeria Lucilla, Titus Aelius Antoninus,
Titus Aclius Aurelius, Hadrian, Domitia Faustina, Annia Aurelia Fadilla, Annia
Comnificia Faustina Minor, Titus Aurelius Fulvius Antoninus (twin of Lucius Aurelius
Commodus Antoninus, and died at 4 years old), Marcus Annius Verus Caesar, Vibia
Aurelia Sabina.

Wife: Bruttia Crispina. She married Commodus in 178, when she was sixteen years
old. However, she had no children, and this created a problem in the succession of the
empire. In fact, Crispina wedding was planned by her father and father-in-law.
Commodus did not like the wife, probably by his temperament: she was beautiful and
graceful, but also vain and arrogant. However, the ancient writers say that Commodus
preferred male company. After ten years of marriage, Crispina ended up being falsely
accused of adultery and was banished to the island of Capri in 188, where she was later
executed (at the time, she was 27 years old).

Commodus was the first emperor in this series of five emperors, to ascend to power
by blood and not by adoption. It is considered one of the worst Roman emperors, and
his reign marked the end of the so-called ‘age of the five good emperors’ and the
Antonine Dynasty. Commodus was educated in Greek literature, Latin and rhetoric.

In 177 AD, Marcus Aurelius appointed him co-Emperor, and until his death (180
AD) the two ruled together during the war against the Marcomanni. However, with the
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death of his father, Commodus was against the opinion of his advisers and ended the
war policy of Marcus Aurelius, trying to make a negotiated peace with the Germans
(108-182 AD), although the Roman army to be involved in ‘cleansing campaigns’ in the
Danubian region. Although with insufficient economic resources to maintain permanent
Roman troops, the people of Rome still supported this form of government, and the
renunciation to the conquests of territories was something that displeased the elite of the
Roman government because this diminished the chances of a person to hold public
offices. All this separated Commodus from the Senate, which accused him of being a
bad emperor, in addition to his extravagance and sexual perversions. Commodus
became famous for liking violent spectacles, even because this was a factor that
contributed to his ascension to the throne. Historians say at the age of 12 this aspect of
his character was already manifested. He wanted to see a slave being burned alive just
because he prepared the bath water, which he thought was too hot. The servants took an
animal and burned it alive in front of him.

At the beginning of his reign there was a conspiracy by the Senate against him, a
conspiracy which was led by his own sister Lucilla, at the time, already a widow of
Lucius Verus and married to an old general of Marcus Aurelius. Commodus removed
the general from his post and sent Lucilla into exile, along with her daughter, where
they were killed by his order. From then on, he relied on his praetorian prefects, one
after the other, due intrigues and murders in the imperial court. Like Hadrian he gave
lesser valor to the Senate and began to rule supported by a council of personal friends
and administrative staff. This way, always in travels, he moved away from the Senate
and got closer to the provincial elites, with good results. He no longer had interest in the
everyday issues of government, coming to demonstrate a real annoyance and disregard
to the position he occupied. He spent increasingly less time in Rome. In 189, under the
influence of his praetorian prefect, he came to appoint 25 consuls often judging lawsuits
because of bribery. However, Commodus had the good sense to choose for the
provinces and the army individuals with management skills as well as the care to meet
the demands of the oppressed, as the case of African colonists.

Faced with the opposition of the Senate, Commodus sought to rule based on
religious charisma. He lent money to the Eastern religions and promoted the cult of
Jupiter, the supreme god (Zeus to the Greeks), in a new Roman Pantheon in which the
foreign gods would be represented. He also performed as a gladiator in the amphitheater
(Colosseum), and due to his devotion to Hercules worship (Herakles or Heracles to the
Greeks, famous for his strength), one of the mythological sons of Jupiter, Commodus
named himself Hercules Romanus, requiring that people worshiped him as the
reincarnation of Hercules. He issued a series of coins in which he was represented as
Hercules with the club, the bow, arrows and a lion skin. Heracles, the Greek god, was
recognized by a club (also known as a cudgel, truncheon or bludgeon) and the lion skin
(because he had defeated the Nemean lion, an unknown location, probably the result of
human imagination). The club was due to his strength in hand-to-hand combats
(wrestling).

Being a big admirer of the fights between gladiators, in 192 AD he organized a
show with two weeks of duration, where there was combat between gladiators, even
coming to participate in them personally, wearing clothes and weapons similar to
Hercules’. He appeared in the Senate wearing these clothes.
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The Emperor Commodus Antoninus presenting himself like the god Hercules,
with the lion skin and the club.

Although many sources say otherwise, in his govemment there was indeed a
persecution of Christians.

Death: Commodus died at 31 years old by violent causes, but sources differ on
whom and on how this occurred. His violent death marked the beginning of a period of
great political instability in Rome. The group of close advisers of the emperor included
the future emperor Septimius Severus and his brother Publius Septimius Geta. When
Septimius Severus became emperor, Commodus was deified. His death was the end of
Nerva-Antonine Dynasty.

V) Year of the five Emperors (193 AD): Pertinax, Didius Julianus, Pescennius
Niger, Clodius Albinus and Septimius Severus (who started the Severan Dynasty).
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The Year of the Five Emperors refers to the year 193 AD, in which there were five
claimants to the title of Roman Emperor. The five were: Pertinax, Didius Julianus,
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Pescennius Niger, Clodius Albinus and Septimius Severus (founder of the Severan
Dynasty). It started with the assassination of Commodus on the last day of the year 192,
and the proclamation of Pertinax as Emperor.

Publius Helvius Pertinax or Pertinax (31%' December 192 — mid-193 AD) was a
senator from a Greek family and bought the title of emperor, which was recognized by
Septimius Severus. He was killed by soldiers of the Praetorian Guard in the Palatinus
(one of the Seven Hills of Rome). Later on that very day, Didius Julianus won an
auction for the title of emperor, winning Titus Flavius Claudius Sulpicianus (father-in-
law of Pertinax, and new mayor of the city). Titus Flavius Claudius Sulpicianus offered
the soldiers a large sum of money to buy their loyalty, as Marcus Aurelius had done in
161, offering the same amount of 20,000 sestertii. Didius Julianus offered 5,000 sestertii
more (this amount was equivalent to more than eight times the annual salary of the
soldiers). The Senate approved Marcus Didius Severus Julianus as Emperor (he stayed
only two months and three days in power). Marcus Didius Severus Julianus was 60
years old at the time. He was married to Manlia Scantilla and had a daughter named
Didia Clara. He was the son of Quintus Petronius Didius Severus and Aemilia Clara.
His birth family was rich and important in Milan, but he was raised in the family of
Domitia Lucilla (mother of the emperor Marcus Aurelius) and this circumstance led him
to a strong administrative career in the empire, as Praetor in Belgium, proconsul, consul,
governor of Illyria and Germania and chief of a social security system for orphans and
for the less privileged. However, after the death of Commodus, he began to take
unpopular measures, which caused rebellion in the people. The other three claimants to
the throne challenged him: Pescennius Niger in Syria, Clodius Albinus in Britannia, and
Septimius Severus in Pannonia. Severus, having as an ally Clodius Albinus (governor of
Britannia) reached Ravenna, marched to Rome to overthrow Didius Julianus. Despite all
the desperate measures of Didius Julianus, he was defeated by Septimius Severus. One
version of the story says that Didius Julianus was killed by Praetorian soldiers in the
Palatinus (one of the Seven Hills of Rome) at the behest of the Senate; another version
of the facts says that Septimius Severus beheaded him. Anyway, Septimius Severus
reached Rome, handed Didius Julianus’ corpse to his wife and daughter, and spared
their lives, but excluding them of the titles of Augusta and the heritage. Then he
dismissed the Praetorian Guard and executed the soldiers who had killed Pertinax.
Consolidating his power, Septimius Severus fought against Pescennius Niger at Cyzicus
and Nicea or Nicaea in 193, and then defeated him definitely in Issus in 194. Gaius
Pescennius Niger (54 years old) was Roman emperor for a few months only. At the
beginning Clodius Albinus supported Septimius Severus believing that he would
succeed him. Clodius Albinus had already been proclaimed emperor by the British
legions in Hispania after Pertinax murder in 193. When he realized that Severus had
other intentions, Clodius Albinus declared himself emperor in 195, but was defeated at
the Battle of Lugdunum in 197. He died at 47 years old.



36
Roman Empersn 2

In this chapter will talk about the Crisis of the Third Century, which led to the
decline of Rome and the division of the kingdom in the reign of Valerian into three
parts: Rome, Gaul and Palmyra. ‘The crisis of the third century’ is the name given to a
series of events in 